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August 10thï  

Beekeeperôs Meeting  

6:30 pm,  Goldbug Office 

 

August 10th-  

Bread & Butter Class 

6:00 pm, Laurel County Exten-

sion 

 

August 15thï 

Whitley Co. Small Farms 

7:00 pm, Goldbug Office 

 

August 16thï  

Fencing Demo  

5:30 pm, Ann & John Bays Farm 

 

August 30thï  

Pasture Renovation Seeding 

Day  

5:00 pm, Ann & John Bays Farm 

 

August 31st- 

Whitley Co. Cattlemanôs Associ-

ation 

7:00 pm, Goldbug Office 

  

September 7th- 

Growing Great Garlic 

5:00 pm, Goldbug Office  

 

September 12thï  

Whitley County Small Farms 

7:00 pm,  Goldbug Office 

 

September 14thï  

Beekeeperôs Meeting  

6:30 pm, Goldbug Office 

 

September 16th-  

Woodworking: Building a Lang-

stroth Bee Hive 

9:00 am, Goldbug Office 

 

September 25th- 

Outdoor Cast Iron Cooking  

If you are interested in attending any of the classes listed, or have any questions, please call 

the  Office at 606-549-1430. 

Please note that classes will be led by a variety of instructors, may have a registration fee or 

class limit. Classes may also be conducted in conjunction with other Extension Program    

areas. 



Dr. Roy Burris, Beef Extension Professor, University of 

Kentucky 

Spring- Calving Cow Herd 

¶ Watch for pinkeye and treat if necessary. Minimize 

problem by clipping pastures, controlling face flies 

and providing shade. Monitor the bullsô activity and 

physical condition as the breeding season winds 

down.  

¶ Remove bulls from the cow herd by the end of the 

month and keep them away from the cows.  A short 

calving season can concentrate labor during the 

calving season; group calves by age so that it is 

easier to find a convenient time to vaccinate, cas-

trate, dehorn, etc.; and provide a more uniform 

group of calves at market time. 

¶ Mid-July (when the bulls are being removed) is a 

good time to deworm cattle, use a product that is 

effective against inhibited ostertagia.  Re-implant 

calves which were implanted at birth if the type of 

implant and amount of time indicate.  Calves which 

havenôt been vaccinated for blackleg should 

be.  Spraying or using a pour-on for flies while cattle 

are gathered can supplement other fly control meth-

ods.  Remember to work cattle early in the morning 

when it is cool and handle them gently to minimize 

stress. 

¶ Fescue pastures tend to go dormant in July and Au-

gust, so look for alternatives like warm season 

grasses during this period of time.  Try to keep the 

young calves gaining weight.  Go to pastures which 

have been cut for hay to have higher quality re-

growth when it is available. 

Fall-Calving Herd 

¶ Get ready for fall calving and plan to have good pas-

ture available at calving and through the breeding 

season. 

¶ De-worm cows in mid-July with a product that is ef-

fective against inhibited ostertagia.  

¶ Fall-calving cows should be dry and pregnant now. 

Their nutrient needs are minimal and they can be 

maintained on poor pasture to avoid over fattening. 

Keep a good free choice mineral mix available at all 

times. You can use a lower phosphorous mineral 

supplement now, if you want to save a little money. 

These cows are regaining body condition after a 

long winter feeding period.  

Stockers 

¶ Sell heavier grazing cattle before rate of gain de-

creases or they get into a heavyweight catego-

ry.  This will also relieve grazing pressure as pasture 

growth diminishes.  They can be replaced with light-

weight calves after pastures recover. 

¶ Lighter cattle which are kept on pasture need to be 

rotated to grass-legume or warm-season grass pas-

tures to maintain a desirable level of perfor-

mance.  Re-implant these calves and deworm with a 

product that is effective against inhibited ostertagia. 

General 

¶ Maintain a weed control program in permanent pas-

tures and continue to ñspot-sprayò thistle, honey, 

locust, etc.  

¶ Check pastures for downed wild cherry trees after 

storms (wilted wild cherry leaves are toxic to cattle) 

¶ Be sure that clean water is always available, espe-

cially in hot weather. Make routine checks of the 

water supply. Cattle need 13 to 20 gallons of clean 

water in hot weather. Cattle should access to shade. 

¶ Start soil testing pastures to determine fertilization 

needs for this fall.  

¶ Have forage analyses conducted on spring-cut hay 

and have large, round bales covered. Begin plan-

ning the winter feeding program now. Most of the 

hay was cut late due to a wet spring but a dry period 

permitted it to be put up without getting it rained 

onðso overall not a bad haying seasonðjust cut 

Timely Tips



Livestock producers in the southern United States 

should not overlook johnsongrass in their pastures. 

For one thing, under certain conditions it can kill your 

cattle. Another reason not to overlook johnsongrass is 

that it is excellent forage ï if you can get over the fact 

that it can kill your cattle! 

Positive Aspects of Johnsongrass 

As far as nutritive value is concerned, johnsongrass is 

tough to beat. One study conducted at the Noble Re-

search Institute in Oklahoma showed that the quality, 

expressed as percent crude protein (% CP), and di-

gestibility, expressed as percent total digestible nutri-

ents (% TDN), of johnsongrass is as good as any of 

the forages tested (Figure 1). In this study, bermu-

dagrass was neck and neck with johnsongrass in 

terms of % CP and % TDN. The bermudagrass was a 

managed stand and was fertilized with 50 to 100 

pounds per acre of actual nitrogen. The johnsongrass 

was unfertilized and unmanaged. 

In another Noble Research Institute study, the palata-

bility of several warm-season grasses was evaluated 

by yearling steers. In the study, three yearling steers 

had access to plots containing pure stands of 14 dif-

ferent warm-season perennial grasses (both native 

and introduced). 

Johnsongrass came out near the top in this study. Ala-

mo switchgrass was the only other grass in the study 

that had more bites taken of it than johnsongrass in 

year one (9,262 versus 6,062, respectively). A testa-

ment to the preference for johnsongrass by livestock 

can be seen while driving down the road; pastures that 

are continually grazed generally wonôt have any john-

songrass, but you will see it all along the roadside ï 

out of reach of the fenced-in cattle. 

Negative Aspects of Johnsongrass 

Johnsongrass is on the noxious weed list in several 

U.S. states (including Kentucky) and has even made 

the list of the 10 most noxious weeds in the world. 

Johnsongrass can accumulate nitrates during the 

summer if exposed to several dry, cloudy days in a 

row. It can also produce prussic acid (hydrogen cya-

nide) after stressful conditions such as drought, freez-

ing weather or exposure to a herbicide that kills grass-

es. If your johnsongrass is subjected to any of these 

conditions, keep cattle away for about a week to allow 

the prussic acid to dissipate.  

Donôt Overlook Johnsongrass in Your Pastures

Chan Gildwell, Noble Research Insitute 


